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Greetings Brethren, 

First the earthquake and the subsequent upheavals and shakings, as many Brethren have been affected and continue to have enforced 

changes in their lives as the result of this continuing process, Brethren gather around those worst affected and assist where possible.  Let 

others know too, the Almoners Association also wants to know of those who might need assistance. 

Earlier in the year nominations were called for and it was released that I was to be in the position, subject to my installation, for 3 years.  This 

occurred at the Auckland Town Hall on Friday, 19 November 2010 during the Grand Installation Meeting of the Grand Lodge of NZ, when the 

Grand Master MW Bro Selwyn J Cooper and his Deputy RW John Pritchard were installed at an impressive ceremony.  Fanfares and music were 

provided by The Regimental Band from Auckland and a male choir, augmented by a selection of females with the backing of the recently 

rejuvenated and reconditioned Town Hall pipe organ.   This occurred in the third degree with more than 1500 people attending which included 

a large contingent of Grand Masters representing every state of Australia.  Each of them was accompanied by Grand Lodge Brethren and some 

of them brought their spouses. The Grand Master from the Netherlands and The Grand Master from New York also attended.   

At the business session the Vision Task Force initiative to make a study of each Lodge was announced.  This will cause the District GM to visit 

each of his Lodges and look at membership, membership retention, attendance in the past 12 months, Lodge programmes for the year and 

ensuing years, Lodge Assets and Policies. The collected data will be fed into a database and analysed. Assistance will be offered in particular 

fields from an on-line Nugget Library and a facilitator will be provided to assist the Lodge with the process. This will have the by-product that 

each Lodge will have an honest appraisal of their recent history (some of this by themselves) and make significant decisions about their future 

activities. 

Since returning from Auckland I have officiated at the Installation in The Crown Lodge No 138, my Mother Lodge, at the New Brighton Masonic 

Centre, Collingwood St on Tuesday 30 November where we also invested VW Bro Harold S Thomson as the District GM, W Bro A M Gerken as 

District GDC for Canterbury District No 26, W Bro G C Henwood as District GDC for Pegasus District No 25 and W Bro A J Porter as Grand 

Organist.  W Bro G K Sigley began his third term as WM. On Thursday 2
 
December I officiated at the Installation in the Southern Cross Lodge No 

6 at Percival St, Rangiora.  W Bro A M Brodie was reinvested. 

Both Installations/Investitures were well attended by Brethren and Grand Lodge Officers.  The atmosphere in each was tempered by the 

recent major events in the South Island.   

The Pike River Mine Disaster.  A directive has now been received for each Lodge to consider this event at their next meeting.  Samual Peter 

Mackie was initiated into the Doric Lodge No 275 (now Doric Brighton Lodge) in June 2005 and resigned clear in June 2010.  He was one of 

those who perished.  Our thoughts go out to the families and friends of each of the victims. 

Now for a brighter moment.  The Festive Season is almost upon us.  May I extend to you and your families and friends All The Best for 

Christmas and wish you all a much better and brighter 2011.  Travel safely, enjoy the company of your families and friends and have a great 

holiday season.  Relax and recharge yourselves for the events which will unfold in the future. 

Congratulations to the newly appointed Grand Lodge Officers.  I look forward to working with you during the next three years and more. 

Terry Williams District GM Pegasus District No 25    
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From The Editor 

 

Upheaval is the name of our current times and with the 
aftermath of the Earthquake in our region everyone has 
found themselves affected in some way some mildly and 
some with great severity. Freemasonry should be making 
itself felt most strongly at this time and both within its own 
circles but more importantly in the wider community. 

If you see an opportunity to help or find someone in need 
then our almoners can point you in the right direction. 

Lodges and Lodge buildings themselves are no exception with 
some being the subject of terrible damage requiring repair or 
even closure while others remain in operation after already 
undertaking repairs. 

During such an adverse event communication is a primary 
concern to make sure people that need help are receiving it, 
but it makes me think that its also imperitive at any time to 
ensure the smooth operation of any organisation especially 
one such as ours. 

While most Lodges have events, functions and continually 
advocate visiting, the information flowing from Lodge to 
Lodge relies on word of mouth at worst or a small 
interchange via Summons or Compass and this can result in a 
lack of timley infromation or poor attendance at significant 
events. 

As editior I often ask for support for articles of what has been 
done, but this too results in a very limited flow from a select 
few reoccouring avenues and is only a reporting of past 
actions and sadly this flow is but a trickle of what I know must 
be happening in Lodges. 

Communication shows our interest in others and is the basis 
for supporting each other in times good and bad. 

So, Brethern if communication is the answer, then could the 
ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ōŜ άƘƻǿ Ŏŀƴ L ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ Ƴȅ ŦŜƭƭƻǿ .ǊŜǘƘŜǊƴ ōŜǘǘŜǊΚέ 
For instance, Grand Lodge online resources have been 
upgraded in recent times and are definaltely worth checking 

out as im sure most people ŘƻƴΩǘ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜƳ ŀǘ ŀƭƭ or at best 
sporadically. 

Email, facbook, linkedin, blogs, wikis, phone, txt, fax, 
semaphore, smoke signals, even the post can be used to 
decrease the distance between the Lodge islands that 
currently  exist, some people may even try that age old 
tradition of talking to each other in person. 

Personally I rarely think of brethern from Lodges outside the 
ones I belong to except when I meet them while visiting and  
this sad situation now makes me think how could I contact 
them if I wanted to? How could I become involved with 
freemasonry, rather than just my own Lodge?  

Could this increasingly isolated island nature of Freemasonry 
be improved and as a result provide greater benifits for 
ourselves and our community? The answer is an obvious 
άyesέ but how we can achieve that Yes, is a whole different 
question. 

Paul Sexstone 

From the Divisional Grand Master 

 
Ladies and Brethren    

Well it is now some months since the big quake and still the 
aftershocks continue. 

My plea to you all is to keep a close eye on the vulnerable in 
your patch. It may be an elderly member of your community, 
even a solo mum, it may be that a work mate of yours may 
have an elderly person who we may be able to care for. 

A mason or not, it is our duty to provide comfort and support. 

We know that there are people out there who are afraid to go 
out of their homes.  Who, cannot sleep at night and it is our 
duty to assist our fellow beings in accordance with our 
masonic teachings. 

Please pass any information on to your Lodge Almoner or if it 
is more convenient come direct to me. 

It is time to show the community that Freemasons are here to 
help. 

Thanking you  

Brian Goodman 

Divisional Grand Master Southern Division. 
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A Grand Installation 

 

Grand Installation Meeting of the Grand Lodge of NZ, where 
Grand Master MW Bro Selwyn J Cooper and his Deputy RW 
John Pritchard were installed at an impressive ceremony. On 
stage The Grand Master presided and he had the attending 
Past Grand Masters in the Grand Lodge of NZ on his right and 
the visiting Grand Masters from overseas on his left.  The 
choir was behind the NZ GMs and the Regimental Band was 
behind the overseas GMs.   

With Fanfares and pre-planned music the Grand Master ς
elect was introduced into the hall, took his oath and was 
enthroned.  The Deputy GM was similarly processed.  Then 
the remaining Grand Lodge Officers-elect were marshalled 
onto the stage and invested.   

When all investments were completed the Grand Master MW 
Bro Selwyn J Cooper made a speech, Grand Lodge was closed 
and the celebrations began after either a ride back to lodgings 
or a dash back through the damp, dark and sometimes 
hazardous streets of Auckland evening.  On this occasion 
there were no obvious needs for concern seen along the way. 

I would suggest that the two Worshipful Masters and a Lodge 
Secretary and the rather lonely Master Mason and the several 
Past Masters of Lodges who hold high rank in Grand Lodge, 
from this city and environs, thoroughly enjoyed the occasion 
and some of the events which had been arranged.  Timaru 
and Ashburton were represented too.  Breakfasts and lunches 
ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ DǊŀƴŘ aŀǎǘŜǊǎΣ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊƳŜǊΣ ŀƴ !ƭƳƻƴŜǊǎΩ 
conference and the Grand Installation Dinner and Ball were 
very enjoyable events.  Some would say that costs might have 
affected the ability of many to attend.  The attendees will tell 
you how enjoyable each of these events have been and now 
that they will only be occurring every 3 years and will be 
cycled around the main centres there is plenty of time to plan 
anŘ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜ ŦƻǊ ²ŜƭƭƛƴƎǘƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƛƴ с ȅŜŀǊǎΩ 
time.   

The announcement during the business session of the 
coalition between the Freemasons Charity and St John 
Ambulance to put Navman GPS devices into every ambulance 
in the country and continuing negotiations to have them in all 
ambulance vehicles in the country was exciting news. 

These devices may be purchased by Freemasons 
at a substantial discount.  Make application to 
Sheila@Freemasons.nz who will place your order.  

The National Bank Scholarships of $6000.00, one per Division 
per year for the children or grandchildren of Freemasons who 
have a good academic history and in or have completed years 
11-14 at a Secondary School and who have displayed good 
citizenship were also announced.  Applications close on 1 
February 2011.  Application Forms are available from any 
District GM or from www.freemasons.co.nz.  This scheme will 
be administered by Sheila@Freemasons.nz. 

 

Terry Williams District GM Pegasus District No 25 

 

The Crown Lodge Masonic Centre last night 

 

 

The Crown Lodge Masonic centre, 76 Wordsworth St 

The Crown Lodge 138 celebrated its last night in The Crown 
Masonic Centre in Wordsworth St, Sydenham on Thursday 5 
August 2010 with a small gathering of Brethren who marked 
the passing from one part of history and into its future. While 
The Crown Lodge Masonic Centre has existed since its 
foundation stone was laid on Saturday 9 December 1922 and 
it opened its doors to its first meeting on Thursday 2 August 
1923, the Masonic Centre has been home to many different 
Lodges side orders and long term tenants. 

The Crown Lodge has a history in Christchurch beginning in 
May 1882 and it has had several long term and short term 
homes around Christchurch since its inception and all are 
documented as being substantial steps forwards in its 
progress. 

 

Brethren of the Crown Lodge 

Rear: WBro S G H McGahey, WBro H W MacFarlane, WBro W 
J Vallance, WBro D M Duthie,  WBro Ahlfeld ,VWBro T J 

Williams, WBro B W Olsen 

Front: Bro M G Feck, Bro G A Dunnett, Bro I A Jenkins, Bro R A 
Campbell, WBro G F Robertson, Bro D M Eveleigh, Bro G T 

Sherrell, WBro T l Bisman, WBro P M LeBeau, WBro G K Sigley, 
lBro S N Turner , W Bro P G Sexstone  

The Crown Lodge Masonic centre may no longer be home to 
the Crown Lodge 138, or its various tenants but it is home to 
the new owners the New Zealand Sikh Society who have 
purchased the building for use as their own form of temple. 
Representatives of Sikh Society together with friends and 
family of Lodge Brethren attended the last meeting together 
and were presented with an informational overview of 
Freemasonry in its various aspects. Representatives of the 

mailto:Sheila@Freemasons.nz


July, 2010 THE CHRONICLE 4 

 
Sikh Society then explained their intentions for the building 
and background on their organisation. 

Unfortunately recent dramatic events of September 4 have 
resulted in the closure of the premises and its long term 
future remains in doubt. 

The Corner Stone, of The Crown Lodge Masonic Centre reads: 

Fiat Lux 
This Stone was laid with the full Honours of Masonry by MW 
Bro S. Clifton Bingham PGM, MW Bro jj Dougall PGM, RW Bro 

C Louisson PProv GM, RW Bro Geo Barclay PGW, Grand 
Secretary, on Saturday 9

th
 December, AD 1922, AL 5922 

With the dispersal of the inhabitants of The Crown Lodge 
Masonic Centre building now spread over Christchurch The 
Crown Lodge itself will continue to exist as a Lodge can, as 
Ƨǳǎǘ άŀ ōƻŘȅ ƻŦ ƳŜƴέ ǳƴǘƛƭ ŀ ǇŜǊƳŀƴŜƴǘ ƘƻƳŜ ƛǎ ŦƻǳƴŘΦ 

A full copy (pdf) of the 40 page Centennial book is available 
for download in the related document links section. 

Just a thought 

 
Get the priorities right 

Get the instructions right 
Get the organisation right 

Get the right people in the organisation 
Get the right spirit into the people 

Leave them to get on with it 

(anon) 

A Rare Installation 

 
The Crown Lodge 138 was host to a rather unusual event at 
its 30 November installation of WBro Graeme Sigley.  

The recently installed District Grand Master VW Bro T.J. 
Williams who himself is an integral member of The Crown 
Lodge 138 was present in his new official capacity to perform 
his inaugural installation of the new master of his own Lodge. 

 

Dist GM, VW Bro T.J. Williams Presents the Address to the 
Master to WBro G Sigley, while WBro Don Duthie finally gets 

to relax as IPM 

This rare situation was preceded by several others as the 
Lodge was host to the investiture of several Grand Lodge 
officers beginning with investiture of VW Bro H S Thomson as 
District Grand Master for Canterbury District No 26, by RW 
Bro B A Goodman Divisional GM.  

This also alone is a rare occurrence outside of the wonderful 
spectacle that is communication but it was partnered with an 
equally rare event to Lodge in the form of admittance of a 
lady to witness the investiture. 

As shown in the photo Margaret Thomson was permitted to 
Lodge ǘƻ ōŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ƘŜǊ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘΩǎ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛǘǳǊŜ ŀǎ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ 
Grand Master. 

 

Mrs Margaret Thomson, watches the investiture of Grand 
Lodge officers while seated beside her husband  VW Bro H S 

Thomson after his own investiture.   

To the left of VW bro H S Thompson is W Bro A M Gerken who 
was invested as GDC for Canterbury District No 26 along with 

W Bro Gregory C Henwood who was invested as  GDC for 
Pegasus District No 25 (standing) 

 

From left : VW Bro H S Thomson, District Grand Master for 
Canterbury District No 26;  VW Bro T J Williams Thomson 
District Grand Master for Pegasus District No 25; VW  Bro 

A J Glasson District Grand Master for  Midland District No 28 
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! ΨCƛƴƴƛǎƘΩ ¢ƻǳŎƘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ¸ŜŀǊ 

 
A very memorable event occurred when The Phoenix Lodge 
No 43 hosted a contingent of 20 Finnish Brethren and their 
partners on 16 November while they were touring New 
Zealand. VWBro ACH Fussell, District Grand Master, 
welcomed the Finnish Brethren to New Zealand saying that it 
would be his last delightful duty before ending his term of 
office.  

A gavel exchanged was also arranged with the Lodge of 
Unanimity No 3 and a Second Degree was conferred on Bro 
Gordon Rigg, a Phoenix member, after the Degree VWBro 
Fussell presented a Master Masons Certificate to Bro Jody 
Tuckwell.  

The Ladies were entertained by Jean O'Hara at her home and 
later joined the men in refectory where a scrumptious supper 
was provided by the Ladies. Gifts were exchanged with the 
Finns and conviviality was in abundance.  

What ŀ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ΨCƛƴƴƛǎƘΩ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊ нлмлΦ   

Tony Crafts, Master. 

 

 

 

Just a thought 

 

 άCǊŜŜƳŀǎƻƴǊȅ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŀƴŎƛŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘŀōƭŜ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴΣ 

embracing individuals of every nation, of every religion, and of 

every condition in life. Wealth, power and talents, are not 

necessary to the person of a Freemason. An unblemished 

character and virtuous conduct are the only qualifications for 

ŀŘƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ hǊŘŜǊΦέ ςLaurie 

 

  

 

 

Famous Freemasons 

 
Other masonic publications have listed various famous 
Freemasons through history many could be listed here, but 
the listing held on Wikipedia presenting a huge list linked to 
other resources. It also has a rather good masonic portal 
page. 

While it can also be said nearly not all information on the 
internet is correct and it is rife with misinformation and 
contradictory information some sites do actually present a 
wealth of information which if used wisely and corroborated 
with can provide a huge resource of information 

The internet is a repository for information no matter how 
obtuse or inaccurate, the skill is to separate fact from fiction 
to enable it to be used as a tool. 

Portal: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Portal:Freemasonry 

Famous Freemasons: 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Freemasons 

 

Paul Sexstone 
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